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~by Stuart Cook 

This 4th of July, leave fireworks to the professionals. The fire-
works that are used for 4th of July displays are dangerous 
explosive devices and should never be used by amateurs. Every 
year many people – including children, are burned, blinded, and 
disfigured by fireworks.

The grass in Churchill County is very dry and presents a 
serious hazard that has been keeping the Fallon/Churchill Fire 
Department very busy already this year. The direct and indirect 
costs of extreme fire incidents can reach millions of dollars. 
These fires can threaten homes, endangered animals and wild-
life, grazing crops, and cause health issues, and cost jobs. 

The lesson is simple: leave fireworks to the professionals. 
Talk to kids, tell them not to touch fireworks they may find and 
report it to an adult. 

Remember, possession of unlawful fireworks on State or 
Federal property could be a misdemeanor but depending on 
the circumstances, such as setting a structure on fire, could be a 
felony. 

Enjoy your fourth of July and be safe. - Stuart Cook is a retired 
Fire Chief from NAS Fallon

Dry Conditions and 
Fireworks Hazards

Photo  courtesy of Denise Edgmon

Local Businesses Report 
Worker Shortage 
~by Rachel Dahl

There is a shortage of available workers willing to work in local 
establishments, indicative of the workforce shortage plaguing the 
country in the wake of a strong economic recovery, and despite a 
year of partial shutdowns due to COVID-19.

More than ever, local business windows display a plea for 
help, and several have cut their hours with some restaurants even 
closing on premise dining for lack of enough employees to keep the 
doors open. 

Opinion for months has been that the augmented unemploy-
ment benefits are what is keeping workers home, preferring to 
collect nearly $600 per week rather than return to any job paying 
less than $15 per hour. But data release this week by the Nevada 
Department of Employment, Training, and Rehabilitation (DETR) 
show unemployment in Churchill County at 3.2% with only 25 
initial claims made last week, down from 232 during this week last 
year.  Not many people in the community are hanging on to the 
unemployment rolls. 

So where are they and why can’t local employers find them?
Part of the calculus is the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRI) 

in Storey County. There are thousands of jobs paying decent wages, 
benefits, and even providing transportation from Fallon to the 
warehouses and factories. Several recent high school graduates are 
jumping out of the local job market, working for Panasonic, Chewy, 
or Tesla, to name just a few of the TRI employers. They are bring-
ing home $20 per hour with bonuses instead of filling local $12 per 
hour job positions. In the past it has been those new graduates who 
Photo by Rachel Dahl 

Story cont’d on page  4...

filled the local market with a 
fresh crop of workers willing to 
start in these entry-level spots 
and keep the shops, restau-
rants, and hardware stores 
functioning.  

But now, in no small part 
due to the resilience devel-
oped through COVID, people 
have changed, and their basic 
values have shifted. Not only 
are they choosing to work for 
more money at TRI, but many 
have figured out that their 
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Picture of the Week

Cool right? Send us one of your favs and 
we might select it for the next  edition to 
admin@thefallonpost.org or message us 
on Facebook @thefallonpost.

Thank you for sending us your photos!

It always comes down to people. The people with whom you surround yourself and how you 
are able to navigate life because of them.

There was a rodent problem this week… It is and was super disgusting. The solution 
made possible because of our own little Chicago mob connection. I’m not sure if her job de-
scription read “possible body disposal” or her resume said it, but when I opened the garage 
door to find a very large dead rodent, I called her to invoke said clause. And here she came, 
the cavalry to bail me out. 

There was a shovel and a plastic bag involved, along with Pine Sol and nearly a gallon of 
Clorox.

And now I’ve gone off and left the girls to put out the paper by themselves. I’m sitting in a 
Chili’s restaurant in Idaho Falls with my mom and my oldest daughter, Sara. We’re headed to 
North Dakota for Sloanie’s graduation party. They took turns driving while I finished writing 
my stories and worked remotely to get things sent to the girls at the shop. 

I checked in to see what else they needed and they reminded me I hadn’t written this yet 
— so here I sit pecking away on my tablet while we eat chips and salsa and guac and Sara and 
Gramma Nancy are watching the hockey game over my head. 

We’ve had the best day. We have a rest stop affliction. We like to stop and look at stuff 
and take pictures. We have two separate family text strings going — the sister text and the 
kids in North Dakota text. My mom and all my sisters and Sara have a string going that we 
talk to each other all day on, and then my kids have a Snapchat string that we use to keep in 
touch throughout the day. So we have to update both strings of course.

It is the coolest thing to be on a three-generation trip with these two, headed to rendez-
vous with little Rhett, my grandson. So then we’ll be four. And modern technology makes 
it possible to keep in touch all along the way so we are kind of traveling together — they are 
watching our progress and updating us on their preparations for our arrival. We are updat-
ing our location and all the sights, including the Mormon Crickets at the Cosgrave rest stop 
near Winnemucca.

So of course Rhett wants us to bring him one. 
But Alicia doesn’t have the Chicago girl for cricket eradication so she made it very clear 

there will be no critter importation other than the turtle. 
Oh yeah, we are also transporting the turtle. She is still alive in her tank in the back seat.  

Apparently we are better at reptiles than rodents. 
So we are off! And the girls will be at the shop…

…keeping you Posted.
Rach

Captain’s Log — Out on the High Seas (ok, 
it’s really a highway) 

“We see you!...But do you see 
us?
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Features

~ by Rachel Dahl

Shannon Ernst, Director of the Churchill 
County Social Services Department, re-
ported to the County Board of Health on 
Wednesday morning that she will be at the 
Pennington Life Center for the next few 
weeks as the county transitions control from 
the Coalition for Senior Citizens under the 
leadership of former Director Lisa Erquiaga, 
to Ernst’s leadership under the Department 
of Social Services. Churchill County is in the 
process of restructuring services and will 
take control of the Center as of July 1st. 

The Center is bustling with activity as 
county staff have been spending this week 
cleaning, organizing, and learning the many 
activities at the Center from exercise classes 
to cleaning the ice cream machine.

The Churchill County Public Health 
Nurse, Raylene Stiehl, will be on location 
at the Center starting Monday offering 
vaccines and a wide range of other health 
services to local area seniors. 

Lunches are currently being offered 
in the dining room, which is located at 952 
South Maine Street, from 11:30 to 12:30, 
Monday through Friday. The community is 
invited to enjoy a meal with the seniors and 
the cost is $3.00 for ages 60 and up, $6.00 for 
anyone under 60 years. 

Ernst is working with Bus Scharmann, 
former County Commissioner, who has been 
tapped as the Interim Director. They will 
be getting set up, hiring/rehiring staff, and 
ordering food and supplies. He will stay on 
until the new Manager is hired to help with 
the transition. 

Buster Pierce, Operations Director, was 
on site Wednesday, serving lunch to the 
seniors and meeting with Ernst regarding 
transition matters. He said the Center is 
serving close to 60 people a day, down from 
80 who attended before COVID hit. “We’re 
picking up,” he said, “but we lost a lot of our 
regulars over the past year.” The Center staff 
needs to work on attracting the younger 
seniors and get new people attending. “That’s 
what they have to do is work on the programs 

Senior Center in Transition – Services Expanding

for the younger seniors, they wanted Tai Chi 
and we had an instructor, but he backed out. 
That’s something they would really like to 
see, anything like that they would like.” 

Ernst said the activity calendar and 
menus will be released on Tuesday, the 29th. 
“We will be working with Anne McMillin, 
(Public Information Officer for the county) 

to really highlight the things we are adding 
over the 30 days. We hope to have a robust 
activity calendar released on July 1st.” We 
have great staff, and everybody is working 
closely to make this transition and I really 
appreciate everyone’s help.” 

Tensions Remain High Over Senior Center “I don’t understand why 
this was all sprung on us 

without talking to the 
seniors to see what they 

wanted.” ~ Jackie Ugalde

ter will be paid for their earned vacation 
and sick time after the Senior Center transi-
tion. The Board also discussed how to han-
dle the hiring of employees. It was decided 
that the current employees will have to 
reapply for their positions with the County. 
This is necessary due to the requirements 
required by the Churchill County Human 
Resources Department. The decision was 
made after members of the public spoke 
during public comments. 

Jackie Ugalde stated, “I don’t under-
stand why this was all sprung on us with-
out talking to the seniors to see what they 
wanted.” Ken Brown also spoke, stating, 

                                             ~by Ginny Bragg

Once again, tensions were high during  
the Coalition for Senior Citizens board 
meeting on Thursday, June 24. The 
board convened to decide whether the 
employees of the Pennington Life Cen-

“Within the past few days there have many, many 
new faces in the center - why now? They should have 
been there when COVID hit, not just to take over!” 
Melanie Keener pled with the board, “Make sure you 
hire people with hearts that care about the seniors, 
not just people who want a job. It’s been sad watch-
ing the Director pack her things and be watched like 
she was a criminal. You don’t treat people like that! I 
hope you feel ashamed.” 

The Coalition Board approved the measure 
which will require that senior center employees be 
paid for 100% of their vacation and 65% of their 
accrued sick leave. Board member Roberta Lind was 
the only member who voted against the measure.  
 

Commentary
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Photo by Joe Kiele

“side hustle” can provide as good or better a 
living, with no “boss” running the show or 
demanding an eight-hour shift. Technology 
has allowed people to earn a living from their 
living rooms in house-slippers. They can 
tele-work for companies anywhere in the 
country, independently trade stocks or cryp-
to currency, build online stores or training 
programs, and develop customers from all 
parts of the world. 

Because workers currently seem to have 
the upper hand, some local employers are 
offering higher wages or bonuses to attract 
warm bodies to fill positions. Several local 
dairies are paying incentives to employees 
who show up on time for every shift, includ-

ing Sage Hill which is currently advertising 
for a milker, five shifts a week, from 6:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. starting at $129 per shift 
with quarterly bonuses and annual raises. 
The United States Postal Service was looking 
for an assistant letter carrier for $17.29 per 
hour, and Kent’s Supply Center is looking for 
a Yard Associate that pays up to $17 per hour 
depending on experience. General consen-
sus among local employers is it is extremely 
difficult to find employees right now.

The Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development (GOED) recently released a 
Labor Supply Study to measure the quantity 
and quality of potential employees across the 
state. Responses were collected from every 
county across a broad range of potential 
employees ranging from 18 to 64 years of 
age. GOED will use the study to determine 
the number of workers available to employ-
ers who are considering expansion or major 
investments in the state. The report issued 
in December 2020 shows a total available 
workforce of 1,514,900 people; workers who 
are either looking for employment or would 
change jobs for the right opportunities. Of 
that number 300,500 are considered under-
employed and 232,600 are actively seeking 
different employment than they currently 
have. 

“With the right opportunities, the Neva-
da Labor Market appears poised to provide 
the talent necessary for the growth of new 
and existing businesses,” according to the 

report. 
Six months later, DETR data reports a 

total of 390 unemployed people in Chur-
chill County. There are nearly 11,800 people 
working in 609 establishments, down from 
704 at this time last year. An establishment is 
defined as an economic unit such as a farm, 
factory, or store that produces goods or ser-
vices and whose activities are reported to the 
state unemployment system. 

In spite of the labor shortage, the local 
economy continues to improve, within tax-
able sales for March up 38.1% from February 
to $41,355,415.

...Worker shortage cont’d from front page

                               Photo by Rachel Dahl 
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Military

~by Jo Petteruti

Commanding Officer of NAS Fallon, Capt. Evan Morrison, spoke 
at the Chamber of Commerce Luncheon on June 17. Morrison, who 
has been the base commander since March of 2019, discussed the 
mission of NAS Fallon, the range modernization, advancements in 
weapons technology, and the base housing shortage.

The NAS Fallon Mission, Morrison said, “Is to provide the most 
realistic integrated air warfare training support available to carrier 
air wings, tenant commands, and individual units participating in 
training events, including joint and multinational exercises, while 
remaining committed to its assigned personnel.”  He provided a 
snapshot of base personnel, reporting that there are currently over 
2,700 full-time employees at the base including active-duty military 
personnel, government contractors, and civil service employees.

According to Morrison, NAS currently has an annual economic 
impact of over a half-billion dollars($517 million). The base currently 
occupies 8,670 acres, with the range area spanning over 232,000 
acres, and the air space spanning over 6.5 million acres.

When discussing the base’s 21 tenant commands (units located 
on base that have a separate chain of command), Morrison explained 
that NAS Fallon’s Naval Aviation Warfighting Development Center 
(NAWDC) is the largest in the nation, supporting 52 aircrafts from 
F-18s up to the newest birds, the F-35s. They utilize two runways; one 
is over 14,000 feet long and a second at 11,000 feet. At present, there 
are currently two F-35Cs assigned with four more on the way.

Morrison stated that NAS Fallon training programs, attended by 
military personnel stationed locally and abroad, include pre-deploy-
ment training, graduate-level air warfare tactics for nine different 
platforms, and unit-level training.

The 2013 analysis of the Fallon Range Training Complex (FRTC) 
identified severe weapons training deficiencies and an inability 
to meet current combat weapons tactics training. Given the large 
advances in weapons and tactics in the past three decades, the 
need to expand the FRTC continues to grow in lock-step with the 
new technological advancements. Morrison described differences 

Capt. Morrison Briefs Chamber Luncheon Attendees on 
NAS Fallon between the older and 

newer weapons classes 
saying, “The Fallon ranges 
were originally designed 
for the older, dumb bombs. 
However, the newer weap-
ons classes incorporate 
‘Smart Bomb’ technologies 
for release at longer and 
higher distances that im-
prove aircraft survivability 
and minimize collateral 
damage.”

NAS Fallon is also 
experiencing a housing 
shortage at a time when 
local housing is in high 
demand and base person-
nel is increasing. NASF 
is currently completing 
construction of 193 new 
homes, with 28 more 
becoming available within 
the next three months. 
However, that still leaves 
a shortage of over 50% 
with a total of 411 homes 

Capitan Morrison, Commander Navy Region 
Southwest and NAS Fallon -photo courtesy of 
U.S. Navy

currently needed. Morrison did note, however, that the base owns an 
additional 400 acres on the north side of the existing housing devel-
opment, therefore acquiring land for more housing is not an issue.

Morrison wrapped up his briefing by answering several ques-
tions from the attendees, undeterred by some pointed inquiries. He 
will continue in his efforts to keep the local residents up to date on 
base activities and NAS Fallon’s community impact.

The Chamber of Commerce holds its luncheon on the third 
Thursday of each month at 12:00 p.m., with the next one scheduled 
for July 15 at the Fallon Golf Course.

~ Staff Report

 The second meeting of the Intergovernmental Executive Commit-
tee (IEC) is set for 28 June, 2021 at 2p.m.  The Committee will contin-
ue discussions on a memorandum of understanding and a charter 

Intergovernmental Executive Committee Prepares for Second 
Public Meeting

that will allow all members to participate in a meaningful way.  
The inaugural meeting of the Committee was held on 20 April, 

2021 via a virtual conference call.  The initial meeting was focused 
on defining the group’s membership, establishing how those mem-
bers are allowed to have alternates, and electing the Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Committee. Serving as Chair of the IEC is Amber Tor-
res, the Tribal Chairwoman of the Walker River Paiute Tribe, and the 
Vice Chair is Pete Olsen, Commissioner of Churchill County.

The IEC is a congressionally mandated effort that will serve 
as an advisory board for the purpose of facilitating government to 
government and intergovernmental coordination, the exchange of 
views, information, and advice in matters regarding the manage-
ment of the natural and cultural resources, as well as other concerns, 
within the existing and proposed withdrawal Fallon Range Training 
Complex (FRTC) land area and airspace. The IEC is modeled after 
a similar committee that addresses issues concerning the Luke Air 
Force Base training ranges in Arizona. 

The meeting on 28 June will be conducted in accordance with 
the Nevada open meeting law (NRS-241) and will be streamed over 
Zoom to accommodate broad involvement. To find more information 
on the upcoming meeting, please go to www.FRTCModernization.
com/IEC. 

Photo by Carl Porter, Courtesy of NAS Fallon
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~Staff Report

At the June 16 meeting, the County Commissioners recognized seven 
county employees for their years of service to this community. Hon-
ored were:

•	 Lisa Nordman, District Attorney’s Office – 10 years
•	 LaKrisha Ernst, Facilities/Parks & Recreation – 10 years 
•	 Jessica Gulley, Juvenile Probation Office – 10 years
•	 Benjamin Shawcroft, District Attorney’s Office – 15 years
•	 Chad Sweeney, Sheriff ’s Office – 20 years
•	 Lee Orozco, Sheriff ’s Office – 25 years
•	 Geof Stark, Human Resources – 25 years (shown in photo)

Each quarter, the Commissioners present plaques and lapel pins to 
employees for every five years of service to our local community.

The next recognition event will be at the Commissioners’ meeting on 
September 15. Left to right: Commissioners Dr. Greg Koenig, Dr. Justin Heath, Geof Stark, 

and Commissioner Pete Olsen - Photo by LaKrisha Ernst

~by Rachel Dahl

Social Services Director Shannon Ernst, 
reported on Wednesday to the County Board 
of on Health the county’s COVID response. 
According to Ernst 7,861 Churchill County 
residents are fully vaccinated against the 
COVID-19 virus, with 293 of those ages 12 
to 17, for a total of 35.93% of the population. 
The test positivity rate continues to hover 
around 4%, with roughly 1 to 2 positive test 
results daily, with a recent uptick of cases at 
the Fallon Tribe.

Out of a total of 11,482 tests provided to 
the community, there have been a total of 
2,116 positive cases of COVID in the commu-
nity since March of 2020, with 2,056 people 
recovering. There are four active cases 
currently in the community and a total of 49 
deaths have been attributed to COVID. 

Because Churchill County does have a 
deep freeze for vaccine storage, the county 

uses a provider that handles vaccines for 
rural communities.  

Ernst said her staff will be holding a 
vaccination Point of Delivery (POD)at the 
fairground’s facility one day a week and then 
work on “pop-up” PODs throughout the com-
munity. “The CDC reminds us weekly about 
getting at ‘least one in the arm.’ And we don’t 
want anything to expire.” 

Social Services will also be coordinating 
with the schools to get all the kids their reg-
ularly required vaccinations for classes, as 
well as offer the COVID vaccine at the drive 
through. 

In other business, Ernst presented the 
funding recommendations for the RU92 
Marijuana Tax revenue grant program. The 
project supports community partnerships 
that meet the Board of Health priorities 
of substance abuse prevention, reduction 
of teen pregnancy, and mental health and 
wellness. Approximately $88,000 is avail-
able each year to Churchill County, and then 
made available through an applications 
process through social services and approved 
by the Board of Health. 

Recommended funding was proposed 
and accepted by the Board for: $6,472 to New 
Frontier for a teen support group focusing 
on substance abuse and mental health; the 
Churchill Coalition for the Too Good for 
Drugs program in the amount of $4,528; a 
match for the Resource Liaisons of $66,728; 
and the Churchill County School District for 
the Mental Health partnership with the Uni-
versity of Nevada for mental health services 
in the amount of $10,272. 

Ernst also reported on the weekly meet-
ings and the work for the eventual establish-
ment of a Rural Health District in Churchill 
County in partnership with the UNR, which 

County Board of Health Update
is expected to be up and running by Novem-
ber of 2023. The county has been awarded 
a $2 million grant to evaluate and begin the 
expansion plans for a health clinic that will 
eventually see the county health staff double. 
John Peckham and Gerald Ackerman, both 
with UNR, are working with Ernst to get the 
contracting in place. On Monday, the parties 
are expected to tour the new lab in the Coun-
ty Annex building. 

Sheriff Hickox reported that his office 
has been working with an organization 
called Blue Help that catalogs officer sui-
cides. They are also working with Lexipol, an 
organization that develops tools to assist law 
enforcement officers (LEOs) with an app cus-
tomized for active and retired personnel. The 
program assists them and their spouses with 
mental health, resilience, financial issues, 
and physical fitness - all toward the goal of 
saving the lives and marriages of LEOs.  

Summer Stephens, Superintendent of 
Churchill County School District, reported 
on the district reopening plan. They are 
working to fully reopen, with some ad-
justments to meet the federal government 
requirements to receive COVID relief funds. 
School will begin August 23rd, with slight 
adjustments for elementary students to 
begin and end their day a little earlier. Those 
times will be forthcoming. Additionally, there 
will be no social distancing requirements for 
bussing, however, the district is waiting on 
mask protocols from the state. The transpor-
tation department is doing away with the 
transfer system this year and increasing the 
number of stops in town for students who 
are outside ½ mile to school eligibility for the 
bus. There is also work being done on vaccine 
and testing protocols, however, neither will 
be required/mandated. 

Churchill County Recognizes Employees’ Service
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NHP Joins Regional Effort to Put the Brakes on Excess Speed 
Crashes
~Staff Report

Many drivers stayed off the roads during 
the pandemic. Unfortunately, those who did 
drive were the cause of a steep rise in road-
way deaths with excess speed at the heart of 
many crashes. Twelve State Patrols across 
the west have come together again to partner 
as the Western States Traffic Safety Coali-
tion (WSTSC) in a joint speed education and 
enforcement initiative June 25th, 26th and 
27th. 

During the early months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, driving patterns and 
behaviors changed dramatically as people 
drove less often and less far. Even with those 
dramatic changes, many who did hit the road 
were driving faster and more recklessly. Co-
alition members have seen the consequences 
of this trend firsthand, most notably a surge 
in vehicles traveling at 100 mph or more. 
Excess speed is a major factor contributing 
to serious and fatal crashes for drivers of all 
ages, along with speeding-related vehicle 
rollovers. 

As the nation opens up and more people 
hit the roads, law enforcement will be proac-
tive in helping bring speeds and subsequent 

The Coalition includes the following members: 
•	 Arizona Department of Public Safety 
•	 California Highway Patrol 
•	 Colorado State Patrol 
•	 Idaho State Police 
•	 Montana Highway Patrol 
•	 Nevada Highway Patrol 
•	 North Dakota Highway Patrol 
•	 Oregon State Police 
•	 South Dakota Highway Patrol 
•	 Utah Highway Patrol 
•	 Washington State Patrol 
•	 Wyoming Highway Patrol 

Business

~ by Michelle Richardson

There are different kinds of grids but there’s only 
one in Fallon that is a puppy patio for your pets to 
play, relax and connect with a network of friends 
to help them feel at home.  You don’t need to make 
a reservation, but you do need someone to take 
you to “The Grid” if you’re a furry friend.  

This puppy patio is comes from the inspira-
tion of owners Paul & Tiffany Picotte’s dog friends, 
Daisy & Lulu. Entering through the black and 
white walkway out back you already know this 

Who Let the Dogs In? The Grid, on Their New Pet Patio

is the place that you want to spend 
time with your peeps- human, furry, 
or both. The concrete and resurfaced 
rustic wood flooring invites pet 
owners to come and hangout in their 
favorite spot with their favorite com-
panions.  Cuddle up as you sway in the 
newly built swings to the songs you 
choose to play through the outdoor 
speakers on the jukebox.  

There are so many features in the 
works including a seven foot gas fire-
place, shade sail, and automatic water 
dishes where pets can feel like they 
are at a resort. The latticed hops on 
the south side are from our local Two 
Ravens Farm and complete the homey 
ambiance.  

It’s fun to step up 
for a game of Corn-
hole or Rings out back 
and know that all of 
your best buds are 
beside you.  The Grid 
has been working 
with Churchill Animal 
Protection Society 
(CAPS), Fallon Animal 
Shelter, and Fallon 
Animal Welfare group 
(FAWG) to ensure 
that our local pets are 
taken care of and have 
the opportunity to be 
adopted.  The Grid 

River, Daisy, Lulu, and Duke 
pose for their shot at fame 
-courtesy of Paul and 
Tiffany Picotte

will also be expanding 
as they introduce their 
new Brewery & Mar-
ketplace location on 
Highway 50 next year. 
Until then bring your 
pet to a venue that will 
help them feel like they 
are living their best life 
at the Grid!

crashes down. 
The partnership 
established by the 
WSTSC is initiat-
ing a coordinated 
speed education 
and enforce-
ment campaign 
across western 
states starting on 
Friday, June 25th 
and concluding 
on Sunday, June 
27th. These dates 
were chosen to 
help prevent risky 
driving behaviors 
leading into the July 4th holiday. 

In July 2019, the Western States 
Traffic Safety Coalition was formed in 
response to evolving impaired driving 
issues in addition to aggressive and 
distracted driving and failing to wear 
seat belts. The Coalition members came 
together with their neighboring states 
to show commitment and emphasis on 
meaningful public education about the 
dangers of risky and dangerous driving 
behaviors. 
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Balbino (Bill) Achurra, 86, died June 12, 2021, 
at his home in Moses Lake WA with his fami-
ly at his side.

Holy Rosary & Visitation will be from 
7pm - 9pm at Kayser’s Chapel of Memories 
on Thursday, June 17th. Funeral services will 
be at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church 
in Moses Lake, WA on Friday, June 18th 
10:30am. Bill will be laid to rest at Churchill 
County Cemetery in Fallon, Nevada.

Bill grew up on an 80 acre cattle ranch 
which also had a 30 dairy cows, which he 
was in charge of at the young age of twelve.  
He attended a one room school house from 
the 1st to the 8th grade. He got there on 
his mustang pony named Jeep.  Bill loved 
working on cars. When he was twelve years 
of age, he put a ‘47 Mercury V8 in a 34 Ford 
Coupe.  Bill was part of the FFA who won an 
award for designing a Parlor barn for dairy 
cows.  A family friend, John Getto, loved Bill’s 
design and asked if he would build him one. 
Bill refused, stating that he had no construc-
tion experience, but Mr. Getto convinced 

Balbino (Bill) Achurra
him that if he could design it, he could build 
it. He built that parlor barn at 16 years old, 
and spent the next 65 years as a builder. He 
proceeded to build a Dairy Queen in Fallon at 
17 years old, which still stands to this day. He 
married his High school sweetheart Shirley 
Jean Taylor. Together their family grew in 
love and numbers.  

Bill is survived by his Wife of 68 years 
Shirley Achurra, his 6 children, Stephen 
Achurra (Serena), Matthew Achurra (Julie), 
Diana Johnson (Clay), Patrick Achurra, John 
Achurra, Marta Mazzei (Chris), 17 Grandchil-
dren and 10 Great Grand Children

He was preceded in death by his Par-
ents Joe and Connie Achurra, Brother John 
Achurra and his sister Victoria Fowler.

In lieu of flowers please send donations 
to Our Lady of Fatima building fund or your 
preferred Charity.

A special thank you to the staff at As-
sured Hospice in Moses Lake WA for their 
loving care and support during his final days.

Organizations

~by Jo Petteruti

The Fallon Parade Planning Committee met on Monday, June 21st, 
at His Inspirations Gift Shop to discuss plans for this year’s July 4th 
Parade. The parade is being held on Saturday, July 3rd, at 10:00 a.m. 
Street closures along the parade route will begin at 9:00 a.m.

The date of the parade was readdressed by the Committee. Lucy 
Carnahan, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, emphasized 
that choosing the Saturday date was done to maximize participation 
in the parade. In 2010, when July 4th fell on a Sunday, the parade 
was held on the Saturday, July 3rd ; establishing precedent for years 
when the 4th falls on Sunday, as it is this year.

Much work remains to be done before parade day. Announcers 
and their stations along the parade route are still being finalized. 

Fallon July 4th Parade Planning Continues - Will be Held on 3rd
The stations must be noted on the parade route map and be submitted 
to Nevada DOT prior to the event. Two of the three judges have been 
selected and the parade Grand Marshall position will be represented 
by three of the original Fallon Babe Ruth players. 

Logistical planning for placement of the PA Systems to be used by 
the announcers, placement of pop-up tents along the route, breakfast 
for the judges and volunteers are still in the works. Parade permits and 
the required authorizations are complete, except for the final route 
map. Letters have been sent to homeowners along the parade route 
notifying them of the event and road closures. Media graphics for the 
event are nearly complete and will be shared on social media, web 
sites, and the local news outlets.

Later in the day, the Green Goddess Farmers Market will be held 
from 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., outside of the Churchill Arts Center and 
Lariat Café at Oats Park. Parade award winners will be announced at 
the start of the market on the outdoor stage under the Lariat sign. 

Fireworks will not be held on Saturday evening, they will be held 
on the 4th, Sunday night at Rattlesnake Raceway. 

Entries are open until Saturday, June 24th, and the committee is 
encouraging businesses and organizations to help sponsor the event. 
The sponsorship fee is $150 which includes free parade entry as well 
as prominently displayed logos on parade banners and other advertis-
ing fliers. This year’s parade sponsors include Highland Village, Fallon 
Tribal Development Corp., Farmers Insurance the Lundstrom Agency, 
Great Basin Urgent Care LLC, Jeff ’s Digitex Printing, Financial Hori-
zons Credit Union, At Your Service, Edward Jones, Tedford Tire, and 
Cyrq Energy/Soda Lake Geothermal.

Parade volunteers are still needed. Anyone interested in volun-
teering for the parade may contact the Chamber of Commerce at (775) 
423-2544 or Wende Hook at His Inspirations, (775) 423-0622. The 
next committee meeting is scheduled for June 29th, at the Telegraph 
Coffee and Tap at 3:00 p.m.

2020 4th of July Parade - Photo by Rachel Dahl
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Law & Order
Morton Sentenced to 14-36 years for Sexual Assault of Minor

Photo courtesy of 
Churchill County 
Sheriff ’s Office

~ by Alicia Parsons
 

Joseph Richard Morton (42) was arrested in 
January on charges related to allegations that 
he had a long-term sexual relationship with 
a 14-year-old girl that suffers from various 
mental deficits that make her highly vulner-
able to predators. Based on plea negotiations 
entered into with the State, Morton pled 
guilty to the following charges in February: 
(1) Statutory Sexual seduction by a Person 
Age 21 or older, a Category B Felony that 
carries 1-10 years in prison (commonly re-
ferred to as statutory rape), (2) Luring a Child 
or Mentally Ill Person to Engage in Sexual 
Conduct, also a Category B Felony that car-
ries 1-10 years in prison, (3) Lewdness with 
a Child Under Age 14, a Category A Felony, 
punishable by life in prison with the possi-
bility of parole after ten years, and (4) Child 
Abuse or Neglect (a first offense), a felony 
that carries 1-6 years in prison.

In Nevada, sexual assault of a child 
technically qualifies as two separate crimes: 
(1) child abuse and (2) sexual assault. How-
ever, “double jeopardy” protects defendants 
from being convicted of a similar offense 
for the same behavior. Defendants accused 
of sexually assaulting a minor can either be 
convicted of child abuse or sexual assault, 
but not both. In Morton’s case, count four also 
includes the sexual assault of a minor but 
occurred on a different day than count two. 
Jacob Sommer, Public Defender for Morton, 
informed Judge Stockard that the plea agree-
ment reduced both the number of charges 
against his client and prohibited more seri-
ous charges from being filed or pursued. The 
initial charges against Morton included: Stat-
utory Sexual Seduction (six counts), Luring 
or Attempting to Lure a Child to Engage in 
Sexual Conduct (one count), Lewdness with 
a Child under Age 14 (four counts), and Child 
Abuse or Neglect (four counts). 

During Morton’s arraignment, he stated 
that he used Facebook Messenger to com-
municate with the victim to persuade her to 
engage in sexual conduct. When addressed 
by Judge Stockard, Morton admitted that he 
knew how old she was. He further admitted 
to having sexual intercourse with the victim 
and inappropriately touching her to arouse 
sexual desire.

Assistant District Attorney Jeffrey Weed 
asked the court to impose the maximum pen-
alty on each charge based on the evidence in 
the case.

Weed stated that Morton engaged in 
long-term predatory grooming of his victim. 
He also said that witness statements pro-
vided to attest to Morton’s good character 
were completed by individuals who did not 
have full knowledge of why they were asked 
to provide such statements. The statements 
claimed that Morton is a great person, and no 
one had ever seen any behavior that led them 
to believe he was engaging in such acts.

 According to Weed, Morton, like most 
predators, was able to hide the assault 
of the victim even from her own family. 
The psycho-sexual evaluation done by Dr. 
Hicks-Berenstahl revealed that Morton as-
saulted the 14-year-old over 18 months. It also 
concluded that Morton blames the victim for 
approaching him. Additionally, Morton was 
aware of her mental deficiency and exploited 
that to take further advantage of the victim. 
He further told the victim that their encoun-
ters had to be kept secret so he would not 
go to jail or get in trouble. He stated that the 
victim pursued him, he knew that she had in-
tellectual difficulties and had been held back 
in school, and “he just loved her. “

Weed told the court that Morton was 
trying to gain the evaluator’s sympathy and 
control the interview process. “He has re-
peatedly proven that he will manipulate any 
person or situation to try and benefit himself 
without regard for his actions.” Weed stated. 
The results of the psycho-sexual evaluation 
showed that Morton demonstrates a high 
risk to re-offend.

This was supported by observed avoid-
ance for taking responsibility and blaming 
others, including the victim.

The evaluation revealed that Morton 
made attempts to normalize and minimize 
his inappropriate behaviors. He claimed 
that he was assaulting the victim to educate 
her because she had approached him with 
questions about sex. Morton also stated that 
he continued the relationship in secrecy 
because it was consensual, and they loved 
each other. Evidence indicated that Morton 
planned and sought opportunities to be alone 
with the victim to have sex, even telling the 
victim that when she turned 18, they could 
tell everyone about the relationship, and she 
could then move in with him at his residence 
and live there with him in a romantic rela-
tionship.  

The relationship only ended when it was 
reported. Morton suggested that the pornog-
raphy he shared with the victim was educa-
tional in nature. Morton believed that the 
progression of the sexual relationship was 
“him doing an act of service for the victim.” 
Morton showed the victim the pornography 
and then acted it out with her, performing 
several types of sexual acts.

Facebook private messages included con-
versations in which Morton explained that 
him caressing her breasts and her breathing 
differently were simply endorphins, and she 
should look it up. Morton claimed that out of 
love, he tried to coach her into inappropriate 
touch and suggested that he should show her 
rather than explain via messenger. Morton 
attempted to claim that he worried about her 
comfort with the sexual acts.

Churchill County Public Defender Jacob 
Sommer said Morton’s statements were 
not intended to excuse any behaviors that 
brought his client before the court. Som-

mer asked 
the court’s 
sentence to em-
body fairness, 
consistency, 
and propor-
tionality. He 
requested 
that Morton 
be granted an 
opportunity 
to overcome 
to correct the 
behaviors he exhibited. Sommer did not ask 
for probation but rather to have the imposed 
sentences run concurrently rather than 
consecutively.

Morton addressed the court, stating, “I 
lost sight of the values instilled in me from 
the moment I joined the military. I acted in 
a manner that was shameful, disgraceful, 
every word you could think. I went from 
wearing a uniform of honor to a black and 
white stripe uniform of shame. I need to 
bring back the guy that everyone wrote the 
letters about, not the man I am today.” He 
went on to say that he betrayed his entire 
family, including the victim’s guardian, and 
dishonored everyone he ever served with 
and the flag. “I can beg for forgiveness, but 
I don’t deserve it,” Morton stated. “I owe it 
to my mother to be the man I once was. I can-
not imagine what the victim’s family is going 
through. I want to make a promise to be the 
man I was before this incident happened.”

The victim’s guardian addressed Morton 
and the court during victim impact testimo-
ny stating that the family and the defendant 
have known each other for over 30 years. 
“The victim is a sweet girl who wants so bad-
ly to be ‘normal’.” She wants to drive and get 
a job, but those are not things she will ever 
be able to do,” the guardian stated. Addition-
ally, the victim suffers from severe mental 
deficits that do not allow her to make deci-
sions, understand things going on around 
her, or realize that situations are wrong. She 
went on to say that she is shocked the State 
is not taking into consideration that not only 
is the victim a child who was 14 years old at 
the start of this inappropriate relationship, 
but also severely limited mentally by her 
disabilities.

According to the guardian, the vic-
tim told her that on numerous occasions, 
Morton would leave her brother at his house 
playing video games, put her in the car un-
der the guise of going to grab food, and drive 
her behind the skating rink and have sex 
with her. While Morton’s family lived with 
him, he would take the victim around the 
corner from the living room to the kitchen 

Cont’d on page 11...



TheFallonPost.org - June 25, 2021            11

Law & Order
Probation Revoked for Castillo on Firearms Charge

~ by Alicia Parsons

Brayden Walker Castillo (19) in custody, 
appeared in court on probation viola-
tions, specifically the provision that pro-
hibits probationers to consume alcohol 
or other intoxicants. Castillo stated that 
he had too much fun and got aggressive 
and blacked out, and he doesn’t remem-
ber what happened. He told the court 
that he only knows what is alleged in 
the criminal complaint. Further, Castillo 
said that alcohol caused the blackout. 

Assistant District Attorney (ADA) 
Priscilla Baker asked the court to revoke 
Castillo’s probation, reminding the 
court of the original charges in which 
he stole a gun from a residence while at 

~by Alicia Parsons

Celestina Renee Ortiz (in custody) pled guilty to Possession of a 
Controlled Substance, a Category E Felony punishable by 1-4 years 
in prison. Churchill County Public Defender (CCPD) Jacob Sommer, 
counsel for Ortiz, stated his client knowingly possessed metham-
phetamine. Ortiz was also accused of failing to comply with Drug 
Court requirements and failing to report to probation, to which she 
admitted. Ortiz is waiting to be admitted into Vitality, a substance 
abuse treatment center in Carson City, and will remain in custody 
until that can be arranged. Sentencing is set for September 14.

Bryan J. Bankson (in custody) pled guilty to Abuse, Neglect, or 
Endangerment of a Child Under the Age of 18, a Category B Felony 

District Court News punishable by 2-15 years in prison. CCPD Wright Noel, counsel for 
Bankson, stated that his client struck a 13-year-old child on the butt, 
leaving welts. Sentencing is scheduled for August 17.

Jesse Dalton Fritz appeared on probation violations to which he ad-
mitted. According to statements made in court, Fritz was arrested in 
Washoe County on charges of Possession of Stolen Property and Pos-
session of Drug Paraphernalia. Charles Woodman Esq., defense coun-
sel for Fritz, stated that his client realizes that he needs substance 
abuse treatment. Judge Stockard asked Fritz why he wasn’t sentenced 
to drug court. Fritz told the Judge that at the time of sentencing, he 
was expecting to be employed at a mine and his schedule would not 
be conducive to drug court. In January, Fritz was granted probation 
on a suspended sentence of 12-32 months on charges of Conspiracy 
to Violate the Uniform Controlled Substances Act and Possession of a 
Controlled Substance. The next hearing is scheduled for July 27

 

and engage in sex acts while the entire family was mere feet away 
in another room. She also stated that the original 16 charges do not 
account for even half of the crimes committed against the victim. “I 
do not feel that four counts are justice for the victim,” she said. “The 
victim is suffering from self-identity issues, unable to relate to or in-
teract with men, and believing that she is a mere sex object for men.” 
Further, according to the guardian, the family is now divided, and 
Morton’s family blames the victim for his actions. “Innocence stolen, 
is innocence forever lost,” she continued. “I understand that the 
psycho-sexual evaluation says that Mr. Morton is a moderate to high 
risk to re-offend, and we ask for the maximum sentence allowable.”

Per Nevada statute, Morton was eligible for probation. However, 
Judge Stockard stated that he did not believe Morton is a suitable 
candidate for probation. He must submit to lifetime supervision 
upon his release from prison, and he will also be required to register 
as a sex offender within 48 hours of his release from prison.

Judge Stockard sentenced Morton on (1) Luring a Child with the 
Intent to Engage in Sexual Conduct to 48-120 months in prison (2) 

Statutory Sexual Seduction, also 48-120 months in prison (3) Lewd-
ness with a Minor Under 16 a Category, 48-120 months in prison 
(4) Abuse, Neglect, or Endangerment of a Child a 28-72 months in 
prison with the terms to run consecutively. The aggregate sentence 
is 172-432 months (14.33 – 32 years) in prison. Morton will receive 
credit for 159 days of time served. 

Stockard stated that there were words of hope in Morton’s state-
ment, who was clear-minded and articulate. “I hope that your words 
are sincere about bettering yourself and I hope that you can fulfill 
your commitments upon release,” said Stockard.

Note: If you are familiar with the case, accused, victim, or families, please 
refrain from sharing information that identifies the victim who is a minor 
child.

...Morton, Cont’d from page 10

a house party and later posted videos of himself on social media with 
the firearm. In October, Castillo plead guilty after the court reduced 
the charges from Felony Theft of a Firearm to Conspiracy to Commit 
Grand Larceny of a Firearm, a gross misdemeanor. According to 
Baker, there have been multiple issues with his attitude, and he told 
his probation officer that he just wanted to be done with supervision 
and he believed that four months was adequate supervision for his 
case, all while continuing to drink alcohol which is not only a viola-
tion but also illegal as he is not of legal drinking age. 

Judge Stockard previously sanctioned Castillo to 30 days in jail 

for probation violations. Four months later he was brought back 
before the court on new violations and charges from Lyon County 
alleging that Castillo, still under the legal drinking age, was at a par-
ty where alcohol was served. The new criminal complaint alleges 
that he drove drunk with two individuals in the car, including one 
minor. He then committed a hit and run. 

According to the criminal complaint, a Churchill County Sher-
iff ’s Deputy noticed a vehicle entering Fallon that was unable to 
maintain travel lanes. When he attempted to initiate a traffic stop, 
the vehicle went off the roadway, over-corrected, and bounced 
off a median. The deputy found Castillo to be the driver, who was 
highly intoxicated. Castillo then began resisting officers; he kicked 
and spat on an officer while in custody. Deputies had to call a van to 
transport him due to his combativeness. 

Baker stated that Castillo has proven that he cannot be super-
vised. He has no regard for the court’s orders and continues to do 
what he wants without care for the consequences. He is a danger 
to the community. Churchill County Public Defender Wright Noel 
said the state is not wrong in their assessment of Castillo’s behav-
ior, but requested that he receive six months in jail rather than the 
sentence maximum of 364 days in jail. Castillo addressed the court, 
stating, “I kinda know I messed up and that I am tired of it all and 
want to move on.” 

Judge Stockard told Castillo that there are many circumstances 
where he would consider modifying the underlying sentence, but 
this is not one of them. Judge Stockard revoked Castillo’s probation 
and imposed the underlying sentenced sentence of 364 days in jail 
with credit for 46 days served.

Photo courtesy of Churchill 
County Sheriff ’s Office
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~Staff Report

Western Nevada College’s latest group of students to earn Dean’s List honors has demon-
strated how outstanding students can make the necessary adjustments to excel in higher 
education.

Despite taking most of their classes online during the COVID health pandemic, 413 
WNC students made the college’s Dean’s List, with 53 attending the Fallon Campus.

To earn the distinction of making WNC’s Dean’s List, students must complete at least 12 
units during the semester and accumulate a grade point average of 3.50 or higher.

Fallon’s Honorees include: Hunter Arends, Jelen Rose Bayoneta, Josh Bloomfield, 
Christine Brantley, Wendy Bullock, Sequoya Casey, Jasmin Castanon Hernandez, Matthew 
Catlin, Dario Ceresola, Karter Conway, Elvira Correa, Kara Derby, Ashley Devault, Tayler 
Felton, Grace Griswold, Lauren Halloran, Trevor Halloran, Heidi Hansen, Ericka Heath, 
Kaitlyn Hert, Samantha Hines, Jayden Jensen, Ryan Jones, Jase Kroll, Isabella Leal, Samuel 
Lee, Britney McArthur, Joseph Mikulak, Madelyn Mikulak, Eddie Morrow, Amanda Ngo, 
Sadie O’Flaherty, Madison Paladini, Shalby Palmer, Hailey Penfold, Callista Perez, Timothy 
Petersen, Melanie Plasse, Benjamin Polish, Luke Rechel, Lainee Reid, Emma Robinson, Nelly 
Ruiz, Novaleah Sampley, Skye Schafer, Megan Shyne, Kailyn Sorensen, Madeline Stephens, 
Maiya Swan, Will Swisher, Jackson Turner, Linda Wadsworth, Shailynn Winter

53 Fallon Students Make WNC Spring Dean’s List

Photo courtesy of WNC

Education

~Staff Report

Jayden Jensen, a local athlete has officially 
signed for a rodeo scholarship at Northwest-
ern Oklahoma State University with Stock-
ton Graves, the Northwestern rodeo coach, 
on Thursday evening June 17th, at The Grid. 
Jensen received a dual degree through both 
Churchill County High School and Associ-
ates of Applied Science degree at Western 

Jayden Jensen Earns Rodeo Scholarship and 
Signs with Northwestern Oklahoma 
University

Nevada College. Jensen will be representing 
the Fallon rodeo club and competing at Na-
tional Finals Rodeo July 18- 24th. Her family 
would like to say how proud they are of all of 
her hard work and dedication to not only her 
education, but her rodeo career. We wish her 
the best of luck!

Photo courtesy of 
the Jensen family

Tanner Huckaby, Colby 
Webb, Matt Ernst, Tony 
Adams, and John Rowe, II. 
Courtesy Jessica Huckaby

~ Staff Report

Lahontan Valley Claybreakers took 1st Place in the Varsity 
Division at the State Trap Shoot this past weekend. J Rowe 
took 3rd place after a shoot-off in the Varsity division with a 
195/200. Tanner Huckaby made the All-State Team and was 
4th place for individual Varsity Division.

Claybreakers Nevada State Trap Championships 2021

Great job!
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Sports

Top: Camilla Cleveland grew up in Fallon and will face the Nevada Storm in 
Reno on Saturday as she plays Defensive Tackle for the Mile High Blaze in the 
Women’s Tackle Football semi finals - Photo courtesy of Camiila Cleveland

Left: Allison Lister, Right: Darnell Mutte with the Nevada Storm -courtesy of 
Nevada Storm

~ by Rachel Dahl

In a town known for turning out athletes, Fallon has once again grown a crop of 
great football players, women football players, that is. The women are a part of 
the Women’s Football Alliance and are playing women’s tackle football in Reno 
on Saturday in the First Round of the Conference Championship.

Allison Lister and Darnell Mutte, playing for the Nevada Storm, will meet 
former Greenwave softball player and marching band member, Camilla Cleve-
land, as the Denver, Colorado’s Mile High Blaze team takes the field against the 
Storm. The game begins at 6:00 tonight at Reno’s North Valleys High School. 
Both the Storm and the Blaze have gone 6 – 0 this season leading into the play-
offs.  

Cleveland fell in love with football when she played for the Nevada Storm 
in 2012, cutting her teeth in the league. She now lives in Billings, Montana, and 
travels to play Defensive Tackle with the Blaze.  

Mutte ran cross country for the Greenwave and played basketball for Anne 
Hale, along with holding a manager position on the football team. She is now 
playing Middle Linebacker, as is Lister whose talents on the track team caught 
the eye of Coach Adam Barrett. He invited her to try out her freshman year at 
the University of Nevada. Lister said she was too busy at the time and decided 
it wouldn’t fit in, but she tried out this year and made the team. She said she 

Fallon Grown Athletes — Women’s Football

“absolutely loves playing football,” and has met so many amazing people 
this past season. “You’ve got to see a game,” she said, “this ain’t no patty 
cake. One of our teammates broke three fingers last week.”

The women started their season in May, their last regular game was 
last weekend. 

According to Cleveland, there are two Women’s Football leagues, 
the Women’s National Football Conference and the Women’s Football 
Alliance.

The Conference Championship is July 10th , and the National 
Championship will be held on July 4th in Canton, Ohio.
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Community Events
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Gardening
High Desert Dirt – The Raven’s Rant
Mulling Mulberries-
Trees for Fallon 

A friendly woman came into the nursery one 
day looking for a tree that didn’t shed, you 
didn’t have to water much, fertilize or prune. 
I replied that we had some beautiful plastic 
trees in the gift shop she might like to look at. 
Side note, thanks to my boss Susan Hender-
son for not firing me! The point of this story 
isn’t to point out what a pain I can be, rather 
to encourage folks to be more accepting of 
what trees do and what they need to grow 
here in Fallon. 

Trees shed - it is a part of their life cycle. 
Even evergreens exhibit needle drop. Despite 
many benefits, I regularly hear mulberries 
being vilified for a number of reasons. Num-
ber one is usually their berry drop. Here in 
the Unites States, the Morus genus has three 
main species that are prevalent. Red mulber-
ry, Morus rubra is native to the United States. 
White mulberry, Morus alba, is native to Asia 
where they are used for medicinal benefits 
and as food for silkworms. Alba actually was 
introduced to the US in the 1600s to start 
up a not so successful silkworm sericulture 
industry. We also have Morus nigra (quick 
Latin quiz), the black mulberry that is orig-
inally native to the Middle East. Mulberries 
hybridize readily by wind pollination, mak-
ing it difficult to distinguish which mulberry 
you have. Leaf shape or berry color are not 

definite identifiers here. Birds are largely 
responsible for distribution. If you find a 
tree with fruit that you like the flavor of, try 
potting one up.

Mulberries are a large leaved, quick 
growing, shade tree that are suited to Fallon. 
They are tolerant of our difficult environ-
ment, alkaline soils and produce fruit practi-
cally every year. Addition-ally, mulberries are 
an excellent source of firewood that burns 
hot and long, having a BTU of 25.8, markedly 
higher than some oak species. If you aren’t 
using them for firewood, they are long lived. 
A white mulberry planted by George Wash-
ington is still flourishing at Mt Vernon. If you 
are a permaculture kind of gardener, a mul-
berry will tolerate some shade, making them 
a good candidate to include in a home food 
forest. In my experience, treating a mulberry 
like any other fruit tree in your yard - regular 
water, pruning and fertilizer will yield tastier 
fruit and a healthier tree. I should mention 
that the fruit is very perishable and should 
be consumed or pre-served quickly (within a 
day or two after harvest for best results).

Besides being silkworm food, mulberry 
biomass is fed to livestock. Young bark is 
made into an artistic paper. A box of mul-
berry leaf tea will run you about $5, a bag of 
dried mulberry fruit around $15. Mulberry 
leaves can even be used to make a yellow 
dye that reminds me of the golden hue the 
leaves turn in the fall. They also are a larval 
host to the mourning cloak butterfly. We see 
them here around mid-July. The trees had 
great value to Native Americans as well, used 
medicinally and even for making coats out of 
the bark of young shoots.

To address the mess, if you get the “right 
tree” the birds will do most of the clearing. I 
have been racing robins, finches and mead-
owlarks in harvesting. The berries that do 
drop add some good organic matter to our 
soil. Every year I cover them with a light lay-
er of compost and they decompose quickly. 
Alternately, you could rake them and add to a 
compost pile. Another common complaint, is 
the purple droppings the berry happy birds 
leave behind. You probably should not plant 
a mulberry near concrete walkways or over 
any place vehicles are parked if this would 
bother you. Another slight negative is the 
tender large leaves tend to be damaged by 
our late frosts in the spring. However, they 
leaf back out fairly quickly. It should also 

be noted that seed-lings do pop up around 
our gardens. We dig them up when we find 
them, several every year, pot them up and 
gift them to other oddballs like us. Our farm 
mulberries came undoubtedly via bird, from 
a former neighbor a few houses down. Mrs. 
Dennis had a giant tree she loved and I think 
of her whenever I take a break from the heat 
and sit under ours. There is further nostalgic 
value to me as well. As a kid in Michigan, I 
spent many hours in a giant mulberry tree 
eating thumb sized berries and laughing with 
friends at our purple stained fingers. A sort 
of summer rite of passage for country kids, 
I think. Except my childhood friend, Susie 
Appleyard (her actual name), fell out and 
broke her arm one year. Years later she is not 
a mulberry fan.

If you’re still unconvinced, a fruitless 
version is available at most of our local nurs-
eries. There is also a weeping form, if you’re 
looking to add some interest to your garden. 
Plan for the space though because they get 
large. 

I’m lucky to have a few “makers” in my 
life. You know, the ones you can text and say, 
“hey would you like a giant bag of mulber-
ries?” Kelli Mae Kelly is one of those peo-
ple. With her chef background she always 
manages some wonderful kitchen witchery. I 
always look forward to what she crafts up.

Jaime Sammons carries a pair of pruners in her
glove box – just in case, and believes you can be a
gardener even with a single planted container on
your porch.
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Recipes
What’s Happening in Kelli’s Kitchen

 
     

 Kelli Kelly - 
Slinger of 
Produce. 

Slurper of 
Dumplings. Per-
son of the Bean. 

 

“All around the mulberry bush, on a cold and 
frosty morning…”

We don’t have too many cold and frosty 
mornings this time of year, but we do have 
a TON of mulberries. When my dear friend 
Farmer Jaime showed up at my house with a 
gift of freshly harvested mulberries from her 
tree, my creative juices started flowing.  

Fortunately for lovers of the tart and 
sweet mulberry, there are a multitude of 
trees around Fallon--some on public prop-
erty, some in the yards of friends and neigh-
bors, and one behemoth at Lattin Farms. 
Most mulberry owners are enthusiastic 
when people volunteer to help glean ripe 
fruit from their trees. In truth, the vast major-
ity of mulberries are likely eaten by Chur-
chill County’s bird population, resulting in 
purple bird poo.  So, in order to facilitate the 
utilization of this highly seasonal fruit by the 
human residents of our community, I thought 
I would share a couple of my favorite ways to 
use mulberries.

Mulberries look like a tiny blackberry, 
though it is actually a relative of figs and 
breadfruit.  They are sweet, nutrient dense, 
and have a variety of impressive health 
benefits--including vitamins C, K1, and E, 
potassium, iron, and a rich variety of antioxi-
dants.  Mulberries in any form (juiced, fresh, 
dried, extracted, preserved) can help lower 
cholesterol, reduce cancer risk, and improve 
blood sugar control.  In fact, mulberries have 
been used in Chinese homeopathic medicine 
for centuries.

The gallon Ziploc of black mulberries in 

my kitchen inspired me to make a mulberry 
shrub.  A shrub is a beverage syrup made 
from equal parts plant, sugar, and vinegar.  
This combination creates both a tasty drink 
ingredient and provides a method to pre-
serve seasonal fruit harvests to be enjoyed 
throughout the year. Fruit vinegars and 
shrubs were most prolific during the pre-re-
frigeration years of Victorian England and 
early Colonial America. During prohibition, 
the shrub replaced consumption of alco-
hol-based beverages (for the rule followers) 
--shrubs endured as cocktail and soda in-
gredients well into the 20th century.  While 
they fell out of favor in the mid-20th century 
as sugary soft drinks rose in popularity, the 
craft cocktail movement resurrected the 
technique and ingredient about 10 years ago.

Shrubs can be made with truly any 
combination of fruit, vinegar, and sugar--
they also benefit from the addition of other 
seasoning ingredients.  Some of my favorites: 
Apricots with Demerara Sugar and Apple 
Cider Vinegar; Strawberries with White 
Sugar, Black Peppercorns, and White Bal-
samic Vinegar; Mulberries with White Sugar, 
Thyme, and a mix of Balsamic and Apple 
Cider Vinegar.  

While there are two techniques to make 
a shrub (hot method and cold method), I ex-
clusively use the cold method in my kitchen.  
I prefer the cold method because it is easier 
to preserve the benefits of naturally fer-
mented “live” vinegars--that being said, if you 
are in a rush, the hot method yields a shrub 
syrup that is ready to drink as soon as you are 
finished.

The basic recipe for a shrub syrup is 
equal parts fruit, sugar, and vinegar.  I recom-
mend starting with a cup of each ingredient.  
To prepare the shrub syrup with the cold 
method, you simply smash the fruit up with 
the sugar until they are well combined in a 
mason jar or other storage container and add 
the vinegar.  Leave your shrub mix at room 
temperature for one day, then give it a shake 
and pop it into the fridge.  You can strain the 
liquid into a cup and top with soda water for 
a refreshing alcohol-free beverage or use it as 
an ingredient in a cocktail.

To prepare your shrub with the hot meth-
od combine the sugar and fruit in a small 
saucepan and bring it to a simmer.  Cook over 
medium heat until the fruit is broken down 
and juicy.  Remove from heat and add your 
vinegars.  Strain into a mason jar and refrig-
erate until you are ready to use.

Mulberry & Thyme Shrub Syrup

INGREDIENTS:

•	 1 cup fresh mulberries (stems re-
moved as best you can)

•	 1 cup granulated sugar
•	 1 lemon, zested
•	 ½ c balsamic vinegar
•	 ½ c apple cider vinegar
•	 10 thyme sprigs

DIRECTIONS:

•	 Smash up mulberries with lemon zest 
and sugar in a mason jar.

•	 Top with thyme sprigs.
•	 Pour over both vinegars.  Seal the mason 

jar and shake it until the sugars are 
dissolved.

•	 Leave on your counter top for at least 1 
day before refrigerating.

Serve over ice topped with soda water or in a 
rocks glass with your preferred clear liquor, 
soda water and a lemon twist.
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Entertainment 

FOX PEAK DISTRICT MANAGER
	

Exempt 
($57,559 - $64,784/annually)

POSITION DESCRIPTION 

This position has overall responsibility of 
the business operations of the Corporation. 
Analysis margins, trains managers, and fills 
in for management as needed. Negotiates 
contracts and provides direction for all FTDC 
properties.

A Bachelor’s Degree in Business Manage-
ment or Business Administration with two (2) 
year previous successful experience super-
vising and managing retail business and/
or business operations required; OR a High 
School Diploma or GED with at least six (6) 
years previous successful experience super-
vising and managing in retail and/or business 
operations is required. 

Applications @ a location nearest yo
u:                              

Fox Peak Station & Fox Peak Cinema
HR@FTDC.US 

Please call 
775-423-4545 for 

information on 
printing your 

classified ad for $10 per 
week

Egg on our Face - 
Sort Of

We were really excited a couple weeks ago 
to cover the historic, first Jury Trial in New 
River Justice Court. However, we’ve been set 
straight by some of our loyal readers who 
know, or remember local history better than 
we do. 

Apparently, there was a brief mo-
ment in time during 1985, right before 
the legislature made changes, when a 
jury trial was held in Justice Court in 
front of Marilyn Craig. It was a DUI case, 
tried by Bob Bogan against Todd Young 
the defending attorney. 

Sources say Mike Richards was the 
arresting officer, who was required to 
demonstrate a field sobriety test in court 
to show that a person could fail due to 
nerves. 

David Huff argued that being sick 
and running a fever could alter the accu-
racy of the blood alcohol level. 

Robin Mills was the Sargent on duty 
who had to deal with the details of the 
arrest being made before the defendant 
was pulled over — because it happened 
right the switch of daylight savings time.

Prostitutes were called to the stand 
to testify; it was the days of Salt Wells.

Dave Miller was the foreman of the 
jury, and if you can believe this — no one 
who called us about this could remember 
if the lady was found guilty. 

It was interesting to hear from read-
ers about this and to hear about all these 
people we used to know so well. We keep 
getting requests to revive the Stillwater 
Notes so if anyone out there is interested, 
give a ring.  

Moon over American 
Flag, Fallon, USA -by Jo 
Petteruti
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Entertainment

Fallon Theatre 

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
877-384-0640

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/nvcan

 
Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!
 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

1-866-943-4671

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0253

If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a 
welcome breath of fresh air.

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-833-272-1082
dental50plus.com/nevada

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product 
not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds 
B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Alicia Parsons grew up in Yer-
ington and has been a dishwash-
er, teacher’s aide, patient care 
representative, and debt collec-
tor, before landing her current 
and favorite gig as a feral house-
wife to Trevor and card-carrying 
mother-of-the-year to four year 
old Rhett
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Carol’s Book Report

Carol is the Director of the Churchill County Library. Join her, staff, and neighbors 
at an Open House @ the Library on Thursday July 15, 2021 from 6 – 8 p.m.

Carol Lloyd
June 2021

Miracle Country: A Memoir of a Family and a Landscape 
by Kendra Atleework

Entertainment & Art

This is a beautifully written book about family, home, and place in and around 
Bishop, CA. Atleework’s early years are dreamy, idyllic and full of adventures. 
Hiking, snow storms, fire, airplanes, balloon rides, imagined Lupine Land. After 
her mother dies when she is 16 things shift and begin the fray. Atleework leaves 
but eventually returns. She weaves Mary Austin and Joan Didion into her stories 
about the Eastern Sierra, the Owens Valley, Mono Lake, and her family. A worthy 
read. I’m looking forward to what comes next from this author.

Available in print at the Library and downloadable in both ebook and audio via 
Hoopla on the website. Also available on downloadable ebook through Overdrive/
Libby.

Sign your child up for the The Churchill County Library Summer Read-
ing Program. The program is for all ages and includes in-library and 
take-home activities, books to keep, and much more. Come in or call for 
more information.

The library is located at 553 South Maine Street in Fallon and www.
churchillcountylibrary.org

Contact Jess MacDiarmid, Children’s Librarian
jdmacdiarmid@churchillcountylibrary.org
553 South Maine Street
775-423-7581

Churchill County Library 

We are loved at The Fallon Post! 
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Bulletin

Water levels continue to drop at Lake Lahontan - 
photo by Ginny Bragg

Summer Fun 
Crossword 

Puzzle

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/14/21.
All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

1-877-234-2129

$6499
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Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/
400 S. Virginia Street
Suite 902
Reno, Nevada 89501
(775)-686-5750
Rural Mobile Office: 775-225-1457

Senator Jacky Rosen
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/
Bruce Thompson Federal Building
400 S. Virginia Street, Suite 738
Reno, NV 89501
Phone (775)-337-0110

Congressman Mark Amodei
https://amodei.house.gov/
5310 Kietzke Lane, Suite 103
Reno, NV 89511
Phone (775)-686-5760 

Governor Steve Sisolak
https://gov.nv.gov
Carson City
State Capitol Building
101 N. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701
Phone: (775) 684-5670
Fax: (775) 684-5683

Senator James A. Settelmeyer
https://James/Settelmeyer@sen.state.nv.us
2388 Highway 395
Minden, NV 89423-8923
Phone (775)-450-6114

Contact your Representatives
Bulletin

Fallon, NV 89406 (775) 423-3040

Councilwoman Kelly 
Frost 	            
Ward 1
kfrost@fallonnevada.gov
(775) 423-0120 (Home)

Councilwoman Karla Kent
Ward 2
kkent@fallonnevada.gov
(775) 423-2126 (Work)

Councilman James Richardson     
Ward 3
jrichardson514@hotmail.com
(775) 423-3040 (Work)

Churchill County School Board
Matt Hyde
President Term: Jan. 1, 2015 to Dec. 
31, 2022 
Phone: 775-423-4909 
Address: 1325 Rancho Dr. Fallon, 
NV 89406 
Email: hydem@churchillcsd.com 

Tricia Strasdin 
Vice President Term: Jun. 23, 2016 
to Dec. 31, 2024 
Phone: 775-423-0132 A
Address: 1040 W. 5th St. Fallon, 
NV 89406 
Email: strasdint@churchillcsd.
com 

Assemblywoman Robin L. Titus
https://Robin.Titus@asm.state.
nv.us
P.O. Box 377
Wellington, NV 89444-0377
Phone (775)-684-8507

County Commissioner
District 1
Justin Heath (R)
155 N. Taylor Street #110 (office)
Fallon, NV 89406
(775) 666-5757 
Email: jheath@churchillnv.gov

County Commissioner
District 2
Pete Olsen (R)
155 N. Taylor Street #110 (office)
Fallon, NV 89406
(775) 427-7995
Email: polsen@cccomm.net

County Commissioner 
District 3
Greg Koenig (R)
155 N Taylor Street #110 (office) 
Fallon, NV 89406
(775) 666-5878
Email: gkoenig@churchillnv.gov

City Council
Mayor Ken Tedford
vswirczek@fallonnevada.gov
55 West Williams Avenue

Carmen Schank 
Clerk Term: Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022 
Phone: 775-423-5673 
Address: 2475 Austin Hwy. Fallon, NV 
89406
Email: schankc@churchillcsd.com 

Amber Getto
Acting Clerk Term: Jan. 1, 2019 to Dec. 31, 
2022 
Phone: 775-423-4509 
Address: 1200 Lovelock Hwy. Fallon, NV 
89406 
Email: gettoa@churchillcsd.com 

Kathryn Whitaker
Member Term: Apr. 23, 2015 to Dec. 31, 
2024 
Phone: 775-426-9337 
Address: 2690 Lone Tree Rd. Fallon, NV 
89406 
Email: whitakerk@churchillcsd.com 

Fred Buckmaster 
Member Term: Jan. 1, 2019 to Dec. 31, 2022 
Phone: 775-232-4809
Address: 1640 Drumm Ln. Fallon, NV 
89406 
Email: buckmasterf@churchillcsd.com 

Gregg Malkovich 
Member Term: Jan. 1, 2021 to Dec. 31, 2024 

Nevada’s Highway 50 East of Fallon

Photos by Leanna Lehman
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Business Directory



The Fallon Post										                
1951 W. Williams Ave. #385
Fallon, NV 89406

Get, your paper at these merchants: 

Stone Cabin, Digitex, Senior Center, Qwik 
Stop, Telegraph Coffee & Tap, Skips, 3-Dimen-
sion Shipping, Malko’s 3G, Frontier Liquor & 
Sporting Goods, His Inspirations, Cranberry 
Cottage, Jerry’s Restaurant, Grand Slam, Har-
mon Junction, Kent’s Supply Center, Denise 
Edgmon - The Paper Girl/Wingman, Fallon 
RV Park, Mendozas, Bart O’Toole - Sierra Ne-
vada Properties, Fallon Livestock Processing

Fallon, NV - Historic Justice Court Building. Photo by Denise Edgmon


